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Preface

IT HAS BEEN AN HONOR AND A PRIVILEGE to
have been asked by the AABB to work with a
group of subject matter experts to create a publi-
cation explaining patient blood management
(PBM) metrics. The goal of this book is to serve

as a comprehensive source that details methods of data
collection; metrics that can be used with patients before,
during, and after their hospitalization; methods to analyze
the data and trends; and finally concluding with how to
present the data to showcase its importance to supporting
a culture of PBM awareness. 

While there have been reports of PBM being practiced in
the 1950s and 1960s, it has come of age within the past de-
cade. This has been, in part, driven by the development of
sophisticated information technology (IT) systems. The
evolution of widespread use of electronic health records al-
lows large amounts of transfusion data, previously avail-
able only on paper, to be readily retrievable.

The authors have shared their experiences. Examples of
what worked and what did not are provided. This publica-
tion is the product of those who truly believe in the value of
PBM metrics. This publication will benefit anyone seeking
to start or enhance their PBM program as the intent is to
promote the journey from being a good PBM program to
becoming a great one.

Richard R. Gammon, MD
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reer included clinical research in oncology and as a bone
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see Blood and Marrow Institute. While working St Jude
Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis, TN, she earned a
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A new discipline called Patient Blood Management be-
came her passion when she started a program at Methodist
University Hospital in Memphis. Transfusion safety was her
focus during a year spent as a consultant with Strategic
Healthcare in Indianapolis, IN. She then moved back to
Chattanooga and started a PBM program at Erlanger
Healthcare. The most satisfying parts of her career have
been teaching and helping to disseminate the disciplines of
patient health and safety.
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